
Reactions to World Malaria Report's sobering news underscore need
to ramp up malaria response

This year’s World Malaria Report delivered a sobering message to the global health community:
confirmation that progress in the fight against malaria has stalled, with global malaria cases at around the
same level as last year. While many countries are moving quickly towards elimination, “those carrying the
highest burden of the disease are losing ground,” a WHO video about the report says.

The report was launched by WHO on 19 November in Maputo, Mozambique, one of the 11 countries
identified as bearing around 70% of the global malaria burden.

After years of encouraging results in the global fight against malaria, with global malaria death rates
having dropped by 60% since 2000 (the Global Fund calls it “one of the biggest public health successes of
the 21st century), the news that gains have, in some places, started to recede has been met with concern.
WHO’s Director-General, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said, in the report, that the disproportionate
disease burden carried by several countries, and the inadequate level of investment in malaria control
remain particularly worrying.

Image not found or type unknownOf the $3.1 billion in funding for malaria control and elimination in 2017, the Global Fund provided $1.36
billion (44%), and is the largest source of funding for many of the 11 highest-burden countries. PEPFAR
provided $1.2 billion (39%), and $900 million came from domestic investments from governments of
malaria-endemic countries.

In order to reach the 2030 global health goals, the global malaria response must double by 2020, WHO’s
press release for the report launch said.

https://www.who.int/malaria/publications/world_malaria_report/en/
https://youtu.be/fGMwZDmWl2w
https://www.who.int/malaria/publications/world-malaria-report-2018/en/


Some countries have reported impressive progress, including India, Ethiopia, Rwanda and Pakistan, each reporting
reductions in the number of malaria deaths between 2016 and 2017. Though their respective approaches have
differed, said Dr Pedro Alonso, director of WHO’s Global Malaria Program at a press briefing just before the
report’s launch, the common denominator in their success has been effective political leadership galvanizing country-
led responses.

Others’ coverage of the launch of the World Malaria Report:

Health Policy Watch – “WHO Reports Malaria Progress Stalled, Announces New Country-Led Response”

“A World Health Organization report released [today] has found that global malaria cases are around the same level 
as last year, confirming that progress to address the disease has stalled. Rates of malaria are up in high-burden 
countries, while rates have decreased in other countries due to country-led efforts, the report found. To bring 
progress back on track to meet global targets, the WHO and partners today announced a new response led by high-
burden countries to scale up malaria prevention and treatment.” 

Read more…

Devex – World Malaria Report 2018: 3 critical questions

“The number of people affected by malaria increased slightly in 2017, a global report has shown, as progress
against the disease stalled amid a scaling-down of significant investments.

There were 219 million cases of malaria in 2017, up from 217 million in 2016, according to the “World Malaria 
Report ” released Tuesday by the World Health Organization. It added that 11 countries carry 70 percent of the
global burden. Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ghana, Mali, Mozambique, Niger,
Nigeria, Uganda, Tanzania, and India will now be targeted by a WHO campaign.

Read more…

The Lancet (Comment by Dr Tedros) – Countries must steer new response to turn the malaria tide

“An alarm bell is ringing around the world today: for the second straight year, there is a flatlining of what had been
a steady decline in the global malaria epidemic. From 2000 to 2015, the malaria control community had grown
accustomed to celebrating the annual reported reduction in cases and deaths. Millions of lives were saved through
use of vector control measures, diagnosis, and treatment. Exorbitant health-care costs for many people were averted.
Children could attend school instead of a health facility. Breadwinners could keep providing for families. But in the
past 2 years, there has been a worrying halt in progress, especially in the highest-burden countries. Both the
reduction in cases and levels of investment in treatment and innovations have stalled.”

Read more…

The Global Fund – ‘More Efforts, Funding, to end Malaria’

“The Global Fund joined partners at the launch of the World Malaria Report 2018 with a call to increase
investments and renew efforts to accelerate progress in the fight against malaria in high burden countries.”

Read more…

Further reading:

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/who-reports-malaria-progress-stalled-announces-new-country-led-response/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/who-reports-malaria-progress-stalled-announces-new-country-led-response/
https://www.devex.com/news/world-malaria-report-2018-3-critical-questions-93863
https://www.who.int/malaria/publications/world-malaria-report-2018/report/en/
https://www.who.int/malaria/publications/world-malaria-report-2018/report/en/
https://www.devex.com/organizations/world-health-organization-who-30562
http://www.who.int/malaria/publications/atoz/high-impact-response/en/
https://www.devex.com/news/world-malaria-report-2018-3-critical-questions-93863
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32943-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32943-X/fulltext
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2018-11-19-more-efforts-funding-needed-to-end-malaria/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2018-11-19-more-efforts-funding-needed-to-end-malaria/
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Read More

https://www.who.int/malaria/publications/world_malaria_report/en/
http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-11-2018-who-and-partners-launch-new-country-led-response-to-put-stalled-malaria-control-efforts-back-on-track
http://www.aidspan.org/gfo_article/who-launches-new-‘country-led’-malaria-response-plan
http://www.aidspan.org/gfo_article/who-launches-new-‘country-led’-malaria-response-plan
https://aidspan.org/reactions-to-world-malaria-reports-sobering-news-underscore-need-to-ramp-up-malaria-response/

